°t ■ Z 9-1} 





30 


L >■ 



United Praia International 

Jim Garrison leaving court 
In New Orleans* 


! BRIBE-CASE JURY 
p ACQUITS GARRISON 

'-He Sees Vindication of His 
^ Charge of a Frame-Up 
pF,' — ■ 

NEW ORLEANS, Sept 27 
(AP) — District Attorney Jim 
^Garrison was acquitted by a 
^Federal Jury today of charges 
r -of taking bribes to protect 
^gambling interests, 
f Mr. Garrison called the ae- 
^ quittal a vindication of his 
v t assertion that he had been 
jS £-■ framed as retribution for insist- 
f 5 ,ing that the assassination of 
president Kennedy was a eon- 
. ft spiracy involving the '“warfare 
, sector of the United States Gov- 
^eminent* 5 

*e; United States Gerald Gallicg- 
i^house, saying the prosecution 

irtr - ~ “ — 7 


stunned by the verdict, 
Mr, Garrison's assertion 
"ridiculous and ludicrous 
■i and he knows it” 

{ The jury of nine men and 
i three women deliberated for 15 
l hours after a six-week trial in 
* which Mr, Garrison used re- 
\ cesses and lunch breaks to 
; campaign for re-election to a 
{ fourth term- 
1 » 


Two Others Acquitted 


!J^Two 


other men 


tried with 


;flRTr, Garrison— junn j\. i^anciy, 
|p3 years old, and Robert Nims, 
^d5, executives, of a pintail 
^naohine company— were also 
□quitted, 

£/Mr, Garrison acted as his 
>wn defense lawyer after his 
“Vo lawyers withdrew, citing 
fferences in opinion over how 
fie defense should be con- 
ducted. However, they were 
| among the spectators during 
*tfie trial and rejoined Mr, Gar 
prison at the defense table be 
>70 re the verdict' was read. , 
f The tactic put Mr. Garrison 
"^before the jury at his persua- 
sive best without forcing him 
to take the witness stand and 
be cross-examined. 

Criticism Cited 
Afterward, in a news con- 
ference, Mr, Garrison said: 
,4 They [the jury] recognised a 
Government attempt to accom- 
plish retribution against an in- 
dividual who has frequently 
criticized the Federal Govern- 
ment," 

i He said the case had been 
i the creature of what he called 
“the warfare sector of the Unit- 
[ ed States Government which 
^wa $ back of the murder of 
^tfohn F, Kennedy." 

if? Mr. Gallinghouse said of the 
. verdict, "We thought we had 
. aii airtight case.” 

The Government's case was 
based on 52 tape recordings, 
which prosecutors said had 
been made secretly. Some were 

■ said to he recordings of actual 

■ bribeiy payoffs by an informer, 

, Pershing Gervais, a onetime 
r^rlend and assistant Of Mr. 

garrison. > . ■ 

Other (Names 
■Aon one of the payoffs Mr. 
Gerpals had marked money, 
*, which agents said had been 
,'iised by Mr, Garrison to pay 
i a hotel Mil. 

an offshoot of the case, 
“Mr. Gescvals appeared today 
^before a federal grand jury 
investigating other names 
: brought up on the tapes. He 
said he would "tell aH he 
knows about criminal activity 
, in the New Orleans area," 
i Federal officials said. 
^Originally, 10 men were 
; under indictment in the case. 
The list included two former 
police officer^ and five pinball 
1 , company executives. The others 
, either entered guilty pleas or 
{got separate trials. 
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